Committee Against Torture

List of issues to be dealt with during the examination of the

Second Periodic Report of Sri Lanka (CAT/C/48/Add.2)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Please explain the reasons, if any, for the long delay in submitting the second periodic report of Sri Lanka. 

Although the Committee Against Torture on 10 and 11 November 2005 will consider the Second and Third Periodic Reports of Sri Lanka, the Government of Sri Lanka submitted the said reports to the Committee on 29th March 2004, which was due in May 2002. The delay in the submission of the Second and Third Periodic Reports was due to the extensive consultations that took place in their preparation in order to involve a wide range of stakeholders. In this regard, the Government of Sri Lanka also wishes to state that while all possible efforts are being made to submit periodic reports without delay. Such delays are sometimes unavoidable in a developing country with resource constraints as well as the enormous task of compiling periodic reports to all seven treaty monitoring bodies as a Party to all seven major international human rights instruments. The Government of Sri Lanka is fully supportive of the proposals by the OHCHR to adopt a harmonized system of' reporting on all periodic reports to human rights treaty bodies. 
Article 2 

2. Please update the information already provided in respect of remedial action taken to comply with the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee, both following the consideration of the initial report of Sri Lanka and the conclusion of the inquiry under article 20 of the Convention. 
Responses to the conclusions and observations of the Committee Against Torture on the initial report submitted by Sri Lanka have been provided in pages 1 to 26 of the Second and the Third Periodic Report.

The Government of Sri Lanka wishes to submit further that: 
a. Since the signing of the Ceasefire Agreement, no person was taken into custody in terms of the provisions of the Prevention of' Terrorism Act. Subsequent to the Ceasefire Agreement, there have been no reports or allegations of any disappearances linked to torture. One case of custodial rape was reported in March 2002 and no further cases were reported thereafter. The Prevention of Terrorism Act and Emergency Regulations were the only laws under which a person could be detained in places of detention other than a prison established under the Prisons Ordinance. No person can be detained in a prison other than on a court order. Such persons are regularly produced before the court and subject to judicial Supervision. After the Emergency Regulations lapsed in July 2001, they were once again re-introduced for a short period of one month in the aftermath of the tsunami disaster. No arrests were made during this period. Once again, the Emergency was re-introduced on 14u, of August 2005 soon after the assassination of Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar. Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka. Since 14th of August, there have been only 5 arrests under the Emergency Regulations in connection with the assassination of Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar. All the detainees taken in to custody under the Emergency Regulations have been produced before a judicial officer.
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b. With regard to omissions as referred to by the Committee Against Torture in the domestic Torture Act, it is submitted that the word "suffering" not appearing in the domestic Torture Act does not bare any significance since it would in any event be covered under physical or mental pain. It is further observed that under the Convention, torture is defined where severe pain or suffering is intentionally inflicted on a person. However, the domestic Torture Act does not insist that such pain or suffering has to be intentionally inflicted. As such, the domestic Torture Act could be construed as to give even wider application than the Convention.

c. The State is committed to ensure that all allegations of torture are promptly, independently and effectively investigated and prosecuted. In addition to the many cases where disciplinary action has been initiated and charges under the Penal Code are framed against the alleged perpetrators. there have been over fifty cases of indictments under the domestic Torture Act of which two cases resulted in convictions, and in four cases the accused were acquitted and the other cases are pending before the High Courts.
d. As a result of wider consultations covering all stakeholders during the preparation of the Second and Third Periodic Report, it was found that in 2002 the police have made 478,416 arrests and in 2003 such arrests totaled 532,974. In the years 2004 and 2005, the number of arrests has been even higher. The statistics of the complaints of torture subsequent to arrests made by the Special Investigations Unit of the police, which was created for the purpose investigating allegations of torture, are as follows: 
2002: 95 

2003: 158 

2004: 89 

2005: 38 

Investigations have revealed that a fair percentage of these complaints are false. Considering the above statistics, the highest number of complaints has been received in 2003, which is 158. Yet the complaints of torture as against the number of arrests for the said year is 0.029640/0. 
3. What progress has been made in the constitutional reform process and what steps have been taken to ensure compatibility of the draft Constitution with CAT? 

The Presidential election is scheduled for 17 November 2005 and the candidates representing the two main parties have pledged to discuss a new draft constitution. Even the present Constitution recognizes freedom from torture as a fundamental right to which no restrictions could be placed. In this regard, judicial decisions of the Supreme Court have reaffirmed that freedom from torture is an entrenched provision of the Constitution, which cannot be even amended or circumvented by a two third majority in Parliament or by a referendum of the people. 
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4. Please describe in detail recent developments in respect of the Peace Agreement of February 2002, with particular emphasis on the freedom of movement, arrests, detention, prosecutions and instances of torture brought to the Government's attention. Please clarify which emergency power legislation remains in force and is' actually applied. Has the Declaration of Human Rights and Humanitarian Principles been adopted? 

In April 2003 the LTTE left the peace talks and despite efforts by the Government to revive direct talks only brief negotiations were possible to set-up the post-tsunami operations management structure (P-TOMS). Even meetings between local level military leaders of the Government and the LTTE have been gradually abandoned by the LTTE. The deteriorating security situation in the East due to the conflict between the LTTE and a breakaway group as well as increasing flagrant violations of the Ceasefire Agreement recorded by Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission against the LTTE have seriously undermined the Ceasefire Agreement. It is in recognition of this unsatisfactory situation that the Government had called for a review of the Ceasefire Agreement even before the assassination of Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar. Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka by the LTTE in August 2005. 
In October 2005, Major General Trond Furuhovde, former head of the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission, visited Sri Lanka as a special representative of the Royal Norwegian Government to consult with both parties on the security situation and on the implementation of the Ceasefire Agreement. The Government of Sri Lanka made comprehensive recommendations on how the functioning of' the Cease fire can be improved and strengthened. A report by General Furuhovde is expected in the near future. Since the signing of the Ceasefire Agreement, as at 30 September 2005, LTTE has violated the Ceasefire Agreement 3,186 times. The most high profile of these violations was the assassination of Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar, Minister of' Foreign Affairs in August 2005. Shortly after the assassination of Hon. Laksman Kadirgamar, the European Union (EU) took a decision on 26th September not to receive any LTTE delegation until further notice, while stating that the listing of the LTTE as a terrorist organization was being considered. However even after the Kadirgarmar assassination, there have been 43 killings by the LTTE, including Tamil political activists. It is also a matter of concern that a majority of the violations of the Ceasefire Agreement fall under the category of human rights violations by the LTTE in particular, continued recruitment of under-aged children as combatants. 
Mr. Ian Martin, former Secretary General of Amnesty International and the International Advisor on Human Rights to the peace process was in Sri Lanka in October 2005 in order to discuss the need to address human rights issues as a matter of urgency. The Government of Sri Lanka indicated its willingness to move forward on the basis of the decision taken by the Government and the LTTE at the sixth round of talks in March 2003 in Hakone, Japan, which called upon Mr. Martin to develop three aspects for a proposed human rights roadmap, i.e. the drafting of a Declaration of Human Rights and Humanitarian Principles, the planning of a programme of human rights training for LTTE cadres and Government officials, and strengthening of the Human Rights Commission of' Sri Lanka to enable It to develop the capacity for increasing effective monitoring throughout the country. The LTTE however wanted these discussion deferred. 
Since the signing of the Ceasefire Agreement, the Government took a number of important steps towards the further promotion and protection of human rights. The 
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Attorney General has already withdrawn over one thousand indictments under the Prevention of Terrorism Act and 300 persons who were held in preventive detention under the provisions of this Act have been re]eased. It is the expectation of the Government that with the progress of the peace process and the consolidation of peace, the Prevention of Terrorism Act will become an obsolete piece of legislation. 
The Emergency Regulations, which lapsed in July 2001, were reintroduced in the aftermath of the tsunami, which devastated Sri Lanka in December 2005. The decision to re-introduce the Emergency was taken purely as a precautionary measure to deal with some extraordinary circumstances, which prevailed in the immediate aftermath of' this national calamity. The Emergency Regulations enabled quick action on human rights issues such as the protection of children from trafficking, protection of women from any violence against them and protection of property etc. There were no reported arrests under the Emergency, which were allowed to lapse within about a month as soon as the Government was convinced that the situation was under control and could be handled under the normal law. Again, in August this year, after the brutal assassination of Hon, Lakshman Kadirgamar, Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka, the Emergency Regulations were re-Introduced and only a few arrests have been made under these regulations. The law requires that the Parliament has to review the Emergency Regulations every month and when the last Emergency Regulations were reviewed. The two main political parties supported the extension of the Emergency in Parliament for a further period of one month 
At present, 11 persons have been arrested under Emergency Regulations and in view of the seriousness of the offences alleged to have been committed by them they are being detained under these regulations. These offences fall under the following categories: 
- unauthorized entry into the territorial waters of Sri Lanka - _3 persons (current]y in judicial custody)
 - in connection with the murder of Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar - 5 persons (currently held at detention center maintained by the Colombo Crimes Division)
 - possession of explosives - 3 persons (currently held at detention center maintained by the Grandpass police station)
5. Please describe the measures taken to strengthen the independence, inrpartiality and effectiveness of the Human Rights Commission. Please give examples of successful interventions and of progress actually made with particular emphasis on the 24-hour hotline, the central register of detainees and the effective monitoring of all places of detention. Please inform the Committee of the effectiveness of the National Strategic Plan of Action (2003-2006), in particular its specific programme to combat torture through effective monitoring and follow-up. 
Set up in 1997, the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL), which is presently chaired by Dr. Radhika Coomarswamy former UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, is a fully independent statutory body enjoying widespread support across the country. Since 2001, the Constitutional Council, a body comprising of representatives enjoying the confidence of all political parties. nominates the Commission members. The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka enjoys the powers, privileges and independence associated with the Paris Principles.
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The HRCSL has declared a zero tolerance policy against torture. The Commission has fast tracked torture cases, established a special unit, and appointed special teams to make surprise visits to places of detention. The Commission has put up posters in three languages in all police stations to inform people of their rights and secured the right of visitation of family members. The Commission has also requested the Attorney Genera] to step up prosecution of alleged torture perpetrators. The Commission has entered into discussions with the police about DNA testing and intensive training in investigation methods and human rights as a possible way of combating torture related to ordinary crime. In 2002 the HRCSL Initiated the "Prevailing and 'Monitoring of Torture Project" with 8 grant received fro the Government of Australia. The main objectives of the project are:
a. Education and training of the investigating off~1cers and regional coordinators of the HRCSL on the prohibition against torture, cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment or punishment.
b.  Monitoring the acts of torture, cruel, inhuman. degrading treatment or punishment committed by the police in three specific regions. 
The phase one of the project was devoted to documenting the cases received during the previous years and studying them with a view to improve the procedures adopted. The second phase commenced in January 2003 with the preparation of an operational plan of visits to places of detention chosen at random and at odd hours of the day and night. The final phase dealt with the raising of awareness among the people in general and State authorities in particular. During this period 30 visits were made to 77 police stations and a total of 528 arrestees were interviewed. 
6. What steps are being taken with regard to prevention, investigation, prosecution and punishment in response to allegations of torture, extra judicial executions, disappearances and other violations of human rights? 
The Inter-Ministerial Working Group on Human Rights, which meets once a month reviews the progress made with regard to the investigations on alleged violations of all human rights. The Special Investigations Unit of the police. Criminal Investigations Department and the Attorney General's Department report to the Working Group on the progress of investigations and prosecutions, every month. There have been no cases of disappearances linked to torture since 2002. However, these statistics do not cover the human rights violations in the areas under the control of LTTE (see the answer to the question 4). The Government has accepted the request made by the Special Rapporteur on extra-judicial, summary or arbitrary executions to visit Sri Lanka in late November 2005 and it expected that he would also visit the LTTE controlled areas. Extra judicial killings and impunity for murder In areas under the control of LTTE remains a major challenge to the promotion and protection of human rights in Sri Lanka. Dissidents within the Tamil community have been killed by the LTTE, and the infighting between the LTTE and a break away faction have led to murder on both sides. 
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The Circular dated 17.01.2001 issued to all officers-in-charge of police stations by the Inspector-General of Police on the subject "Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment" states as follows: 
"In the year 1994, Sri Lanka has acceded to the UN Convention Against Torture. 

Legislative provision to give effect to Sri Lanka 's obligation under the aforesaid convention was made in the form of the enactment of the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment Act No. 22 of 1994. 

All Police officers must be made aware of the provisions of this Act as this is one of the principal instruments through which human rights obligations respected by the international community are given effect to.

Special cognizance must be taken of para 12 of this Act, which contains the definition of torture. Torture is defined as an act, which cases severe pain, whether physical or mental, to any other person being an act, which is,

(a) Done for any of the following purposes that is to say-
(i) obtaining from such other person or the third person any information or confession or (ii) punishing such other person for any act which he or the third person has committed or is suspected of having committed or

(iii) intimidating or coercing such other person or a third person or 

(b) Done for any reason based on discrimination and being in every case, an act which is done by, or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of, a public officer or other person acting in an official capacity.

It must also be noted that a person guilty of an offense under this Act shall on conviction after trial by the High Court be punishable with imprisonment of either the description for a term not less than 7years and not exceeding 10 years and a fine not less than Rs. 10, 000/- and not exceeding Rs, 50,000-. 

An offense under this Act shall be a cognizable offense and a non-bailable offense.

It must be noted that the Attorney General has already filed indictments in 7 Cases against police officers under this Act. 

The provisions under this Act clearly display the gravity with which any violations of human rights will be treated under the new law.

Therefore is is incumbent on OICC Divisions to elucidate the provision of this Act 

at all instruction classes and prevail and impress on all police officers on the 
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need to desist from engaging in any cruel, inhuman and degrading and torturous acts whilst acting in their official capacity." 

On 9th September 2003, the Inspector-General of Police issued a circular to all officers-in-charge of police stations, clearly outlining the rights of persons who are taken into custody by the police, including their right to meet their next of kin and to consult]t a lawyer. Also the circular instructed all off.1'cers-in-charge to allow officers of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lankan to meet the suspects detained at any police station.
The Special Investigations Unit (SIU) of the police was set up on 17th September 1980 with a view to enhance the standard of discipline in the Department of Police. to create a high degree of awareness and confidence in the minds of public that the Department of' Police will hold investigations against police officers of any rank against whom a complaint is made and to have a professional approach to investigation characterized by independence, impartiality and efficiency, 
The Special Investigations Unit of the police regularly liaise with the special unit for the prosecution of the perpetrators of torture at the Attorney-General's Department, which supervises the investigations into complaints of torture handled by the SIU. Upon conclusion of the SIU investigations, all the material is submitted to the Attorney General's Department to consider the institution of criminal proceedings. At present, the Attorney General has filed 54 indictments under the domestic Torture Act. In a number of cases, where ill-treatment does not meet the threshold of severe pain, mental or physical, as set out in the domestic Torture Act, the Attorney General has advised the , police to institute criminal proceedings at magistrate's courts and/or to take disciplinary action against errant police officers. Pursuant to the advise of the Attorney General, disciplinary proceedings have been instituted against a number of police officers, 

7. Please inform the Committee whether legislation prohibiting torture and cruel inhuman and degrading treatment contains specific provisions regarding gender-based breaches of the Convention, including sexual violence. Please also indicate what effective measures have been taken to monitor the occurrence of, and to prevent such acts, and provide data disaggregated by sex, age and ethnicity of the victims and information on investigation, prosecution and punishment of the perpetrators. 

Act No. 22 of 1995 has made special provision in respect of custodial rape. Any person committing custodial rape shall be punished upon conviction for a term of rigorous imprisonment not less than I O years and not exceeding 20 years and with fine and shall in addition be ordered to pay compensation to the victim person as determined by court. 
One case of custodial rape was recorded in March 2002 and the alleged offender has been indicted. Thereafter there have been no cases of custodial rape or sexual violence in custody. The need for specif~rc provisions regarding gender-based breaches of the Convention does not arise. as the present legal provisions are considered adequate. 
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Article 3 

8. Please inform the Committee of the specific safeguards against non-refoulement to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that a person would be in danger of being subjected to torture, which are in place, and the practice of the State party in this respect. Please provide examples of cases where the authorities did not proceed with extradition, return or expulsion because of risk that the persons might be tortured. 

There are no reported incidents or allegations of this nature. 

9. Please describe the procedure followed by the State party in respect of the return of persons who have failed to obtain asylum abroad. Please make particular reference to suspected members of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
No person is arrested on arrival from abroad after been unsuccessful in an attempt to obtain asylum merely on that ground alone, even though such person may have established links with the LTTE. 

Article 4 

10. What internal disciplinary processes exist within the Police force? Is torture and ill-treatment included in their competence and if so, is the sentence different from the one provided for under criminal law? How are inquiries conducted and how long does it take to complete such an inquiry? How are these inquires made public? 

In every case where there is an allegation of torture, there is a parallel investigation even in cases where there is no legally admissible evidence in terms of' Evidence Ordinance to initiate criminal proceedings against any public official on torture. For example, if a public officer makes a confession to a police officer admitting torture, although it is inadmissible in a court of law, departmental disciplinary measures could lead to his dismissal from public service. In addition, if there were disciplinary lapses on the part of the public officer, which may have directly or indirectly facilitated ill-treatment of any person, the officer concerned would be subjected to disciplinary proceedings. 
In terms of the 17th  Amendment to the Constitution disciplinary control of police is vested with an Independent National Police Commission. All disciplinary inquiries are conducted under the authority of the said Commission. 
The duration of disciplinary inquiries depend on the complexity of the case. However, the inquiring officers are mandated to make every endeavor to conclude such Inquiries without delay. It must be noted that only a court of law established under the Constitution or under any other law, has the power to sentence or fine any offender. The disciplinary bodies are not courts of law thus they are not entitled to impose any punishment or fine. 
11. Are accused public officials working during investigations of torture? 

During the stage of investigations, a suspect who is a public official is not interdicted unless a prima facia case of torture is established. However, when the AG decides to frame criminal charges, including that of torture, the National Police Commission, which 
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is vested with disciplinary control of all police officers other than the Inspector General of Police, will take steps to interdict such officers. On this basis, 106 officers against whom criminal charges of torture were initiated under the instructions of the AG, have been interdicted. In another 46 cases, the National Police Commission at present is considering the question whether there is adequate material to interdict the officers concerned, 
The officers who were interdicted on the basis of torture allegations, submitted a fundamental rights application alleging that the interdictions were a violation of their fundamentals rights. The Supreme Court has however refused granting leave to proceed with the said application. 
Article 5 

12. Please provide information on domestic legislation establishing universal jurisdiction over the offence of torture. 

Please refer Section 4 of the domestic Act No. 22 of 1994, which deals with this question and states as follows: 
" 4. (1 ) The High Court of Sri Lanka shall have the jurisdiction to hear and try an offence under this Act committed in any place outside the territory of Sri Lanka by any person, in case where –

(a) the offender whether he is a citizen of Sri Lanka or not, is in Sri I.anka, or on board a ship or aircraft registered in Sri Lanka;
(b) the person alleged to have committed the offence is a citizen of Sri Lanka; or 

(c) the person in relation to whom the offence is alleged to have been committed is a citizen of Sri Lanka. 
(2) The jurisdiction of the High Court of Sri Lanka in respect of an offence under this Act committed by a person who Is not a person citizen of Sri Lanka, outside the territory of Sri Lanka, shall be exercised by the High Court holden in the Judicial Zone nominated by the Chief Justice, by a direction in writing under his hand." 

Article 10 

13. Please provide more detailed information on the instruction and training provided for law enforcement officials and other public officials with respect to prohibition against torture and specifically the treatment of detainees and the measures for the prevention of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Please provide information on training in areas such as non-coercive investigatory techniques. What monitoring and evaluation is used to assess the impact of these programmes, if any? 

In-Service Training Division of the police conducts divisional level awareness programmes throughout the year. The following workshops were conducted in cooperation with Swedish Government in 2004. They were mainly focused on enhancing the capacity of~ civilian policing thereby .reducing human rights violations during the 

investigations. 

[Page 9 of the original]
	Date
	Name of the Course
	Participated

Divisions
	No. of

Participants

	08.05.2004
	Conflict Resolution and Human Rights
	Kegalle
Ratnapura
	15
16

	19.06.2004

20.06.2004
	Enhancing Investigative Skills
	Chilaw
Kuliyapitiya
Nikaweratiya
	15 

08 

10

	24.07.2004
25.07.2004
	Enhancing the Capacity of Sri Lanka Police
	Galle
Matara
Elpitiya 
	14
06
10

	07.08.2004

08.08.2004
	Enhancing the Capacity of Sri Lanka Police
	Ampara
Trincomalee
Batticaloa
Kantale

	13 

06 

07 

04

	02.09.2004
	Enhancing the Capacity of Civilian Policing
	Kelaniya

Gampaba

Nugegoda

Mt. Lavinia 
	13
15
13
12


The Police Higher Training Institute has conducted 8 seminars/courses on human rights. Sri Lanka Police College has conducted a further 1 9 seminars/courses on human rights. 
Between the years 2001-2005, Sri Lanka Army has conducted 2019 lectures on international humanitarian law and human rights for more than 80% of the Army personnel. The Army has trained 264 Officer Instructors and 257 Senior Non-Commissioned Officers on the above subjects during the period 2001-2005. The Navy has conducted similar courses for 28 Officer and Non-Commissioned Officer Instructors while the Air Force has conducted similar courses for 17 such officers. The ICRC, in cooperation with the Government, also conducts training on international humanitarian law for the military and police personnel. 
All three forces and the police have now set-up directorates of human rights, which are fully functional. In addition, all three forces have set-up human rights cells empowered to Investigate human rights violations within the forces. 
The Government has always extended support to governmental and non-governmental organizations in the promotion of human rights. The Center for the Study of Human Rights (CSHR), which is a part ofthe University of Colombo, is involved extensively in advancing human rights education to various social and professional groups at different levels in the country, which includes primary and secondary school children, university students, pre-service and in-service teachers, members of the armed forces, the police. plantation sector, prisoners and prison staff, differently-abled persons etc. The CSHR has also translated and transcribed into Braille several international human rights instruments. 
14. Please indicate further whether there are programs to train medical personnel who are assigned to identify and document cases of torture and assist in the rehabilitation of victims. 

The Center for the Study of Human Rights, which is headed by one of Sri Lanka's leading forensic pathologists. Professor Ravindra Fernando [MBBS. MD, FCCP, FRCP 
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(Lond,), FRCP (Glasgow), FRCP (Edin.), FRCPath (UK), DMJ (Lond.)] has organized a number of seminars on human rights for medical prof'essionals with special emphasis on human rights problems faced by them in the practice of medicine. In these seminars. the importance of identifying and documenting cases of torture has been extensively discussed.
15. How many qualified Judicial Medical Officers (JMOs) have been accredited within the system? What training is provided to JMOs, particularly with respect to rape and sexual abuse? What safeguards are in place to ensure that JMOS are not subject to Police intimidation and are able to examine victims independently of the Police? 

There are 16 Consultant JMOs, 5 AJMOS and 219 Medical Officers performing forensic science functions. All consultant JMOS have post-graduate qualifications. All doctors have completed the Medico Legal module and practical training in this field. There are several specially trained forensic pathologists who are considered specialists in the field of forensic pathology. In all main cities of the country, a JMO is available. In addition, there are six medical faculties in the country and each faculty has a well-equipped and well-staffed department of forensic medicine. A significant part of forensic medicine in Sri Lanka is handled by the forensic medicine departments of the six universities. 

Article 11
16. Could you please comment on the allegations by international non-governmental organizations, which express concern about torture in custody, including rape and other sexual violent acts against women? 

These allegations are investigated and perpetrators dealt with. With regard to the allegations of rape and other sexual violence, it is further reiterated that since March 2002 there have been no allegations of rape and other sexual violence against women in custody. All allegations are reported to the Inter-Ministerial Working Group on Human Rights and the progress of the investigations into those allegations are monitored on a monthly basis. 

17. Please provide up-dated information on the number of imprisoned persons and the occupancy rate of the accommodation capacities for 2002, 2003 and 2004. 

Un-convicted Prisoners 

2002: 82,187 

2003: 88,535 

2004: 87,456 
Convicted Prisoners 

2002: 25,023 

2003: 27,681 

2004: 26,898 
Source: Prisons Statistics of Sri Lanka: Vol. 24, year 2005
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18. Which steps has the State party planned to ensure that the supervision of detention facilities can be effective and independent? 

There is a Prison Visitors Board and sub-committees called Local Prison Visitors Board consisting of eminent persons from the civil society for every prison. In addition, there is a Prisoners Welfare Association, which is headed by Mr. S Wijesinghe, former Secretary General of Parliament and the Ombudsman. Further there is a Prison's Welfare Service under the Commissioner of Prison Welfare, which consists of Non-Uniform Staff. 

19. Are prisoners systematically examined by a doctor upon arrival to a prison? Are injuries recorded? 

When a prisoner is admitted to prison for the first time, he/she is physically examined for injuries and he/she is called upon to attend an admission class where all his/her rights and duties are informed as an inmate of the prison. 
20. Which institutions can visit places of detention? How often do these visits take place? Are the reports made public? Can NGOS make visits? 

Officials of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka and the ICRC. Members of Parliament and chaplains could visit prisons and speak to the inmates and inquire if' they have any complaints against any public functionaries. NGOS can visit any prison for purposes of Inspection. Since the aforementioned bodies that could visit the prisons are independent bodies/persons, they may decide to make public their observations and comments, if any. 
21. To what extent has the establishment of a 24-hour hotline and a Central Police Registry assisted family members of detainees in obtaining information on the detention? Please indicate which specific data is systematically recorded upon registration of a detainee by the Police. 

The Central Police Registry was set up on 20lh October 2003 to assist the family members of the detainees to obtain information about them through a hotline facility installed at the registry. A large number of people have obtained information about arrests and detention of their next of kin and matters incidental thereto through this facility. The following fax numbers and hotline numbers have been installed at the Registry for this purpose: 

Fax Nos. 2686025, 2685958 

Telephone Nos. 2686040. 268 5930 
When a person is detained by the police, following data about the person concerned is recorded at the Registry: 
Name, sex, age, nationality, address, place of employment. National Identity Card No, place of the arrest and the police area, arrested date and time, name of the police station arrested by, present place of' detention, name and the rank of' the officer arrested, reason for the arrest, nature of the offence, relevant section of the law, whether the suspect has been released by the police and/or produced before the courts. name of the court "A or "B Report number or case number other particulars. 
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22. Please indicate in which way detained persons are informed about their rights (orally or in writing)? Do these rights include the right to inform a relative and the right to a medical examination by a doctor of his/her own choice? 
Under the law, the accused has to be produced before a magistrate within 24 hours of the arrest. Posters are pasted in all police stations in both Sinhala and Tamil explaining the rights of all persons taken into custody. On 9th September 2003. the Inspector-General of Police issued a circular to all officers-in-charge of police stations, clearly outlining the rights of persons who are taken into custody by the police, including their right to meet their next of kin and to consult a lawyer. Also the circular instructed all officers-in-charge to allow officers of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka to meet the suspects detained at any police station. The posters pasted in all police stations inform the detainees their right to know the reason for their arrest, to know the identity of the arresting officers, to communicate with their relatives, to obtain the services of a lawyer, to obtain the assistance of a trusted person (if the person arrested is a woman under 18 years), to be released on bail or to be reproduced before a magistrate within 24 hours from the arrest, and to meet, if necessary, a government doctor and to get medical treatment, and not to be tortured either mentally or physically. The detained persons are treated by competent doctors at the Government hospitals and where necessary transferred to a national hospital, Prisons are also equipped with hospital facilities and whenever a situation demands, prisoners are transferred to a national hospital. 

Article 12 

23. Please indicate which authority can order the initiation of a criminal investigation in cases of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Does this require a formal complaint by the alleged victim? Please update the data contained in the report and provide examples of cases investigated and indicate the results of the proceedings, both at the penal and disciplinary levels. 

Any police officer who has credible information that a person has been subject to torture, can initiate an investigation. The allegations received from the UN special procedure mechanisms are referred to the Special Investigations Unit of the police. In addition, any information of an alleged incident of torture whenever brought to the notice of the Attorney General will result in the Attorney General directing the police to initiate an investigation. The law mandates that all reports on investigations be forwarded to the Attorney General to determine whether the material warrants further action. No formal complaint by the victim is necessary to initiate a criminal investigation on torture.
Please see the answers to questions 11 and 26. 
24. How many Police personnel are attached to the Special Investigating Unit of the Attorney-General investigating complaints of torture and ill-treatment? How many lawyers are available to the Attorney-General for the preparation of indictments? What steps is the State party taking to ensure adequate resources are allocated for this purpose? 

There are 90 police officers attached to the Special Investigations Unit (SIU). 
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The Special Unit dealing with torture cases at the Attorney Genera]'s Department examines the reports received from the SIU on their investigations into alleged torture in order to decide whether criminal charges could be instituted against the accused. This unit consists of 15 State Counsel supervised by two Deputy Solicitors General subject to the overall supervision by the Solicitor-General. 
Resources available at present are considered adequate. 
25. Please provide more detailed information about the specific measures that have been taken to fight impunity for violations of human rights, including disappearances and torture and other ,cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment committed by State agents. What steps are being taken to ensure that State agents and others guilty of torture 'violations are brought to justice? 
See answers to questions 2.4.5.6.22 
26. How many state officers have been found in torture-related cases to have violated the human rights guaranteed l]y the Constitution in recent years? How many state officers have been indicted under the Torture Act or the Penal Code and how many successful prosecutions have taken place? What were the punishments meted out to such persons and how many such officers have been dismissed from their employment with the state? The State party is requested to provide a list of these cases to the Committee if it exists. 

Under the domestic Torture Act, the Attorney General has forwarded 54 indictments. Four persons have been acquitted. Other cases are pending in courts. In the following two cases, the accused were found guilty: 

	Case No:
	HC 9775/99

	Victim:
	ARM Refideen

	Accused:
	M.J. Thilakaratne Jayalath, Sub Inspector of Police 

Wellwatta Police Station

	Date of incident:
	27th May 1996

	Date of conviction:
	19th January 2004

	Sentence:
	7 years RI and Rs. 10,000 fine (default 1 year RI)

	
	

	Case No:
	HC 1392/2003

	Victim:
	MDW Norman

	Accused:
	K Bandara Edirisinghe, Inspector of Police Kirulapone Police Station

	Date of incident:
	13th April 2001

	Date of conviction:
	20th August 2004

	Sentence:
	7 years RI and Rs. 10,000 fine


In addition, several police officers have been prosecuted under the penal code in offences such as simple hurt here the hurt inflicted does not come within the threshold of severe pain as defined in the domestic Torture Act. Under the Establishment Code which governs the disciplinary procedures relating to the public officials, provides that upon conviction (subject to appeal) such officers stands dismissed. 
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27. How many cases were brought with respect to rape or sexual assault in custody? Which mechanisms have been established to counter these crimes? How many persons were convicted and for what offences? What were the punishments meted out to such persons? The State party is requested to provide a list of such cases to the Committee if it exists. 

The State has taken steps to investigate and prosecute the' perpetrators of the offences of' custodial rape or sexual violence. However, it is significant to mention that since March 2002 there have been no incidents of custodial rape or sexual violence. 

Article 13 

28. What role does the National Police Commission play with respect to complaints of torture and ill-treatment? Has the National Police Commission established the public complaints procedure, as required under Article 155 G (2) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka. 
The National Police Commission (NPC) is in the process of establishing a comprehensive procedure envisaged under Article 155 C (2) of the Constitution. However, at present there is a Public Complaints Investigation Unit (PCIU) set up under the National Police Commission, which is functioning satisfactorily. 
The PCIU was established in October 2,004. The task of the PCIU is to entertain complaints from the members of the public against police officers or the Police Department and take appropriate action to either investigate or to cause investigations with the view of taking disciplinary action depending on the result of investigations. The officers of the PCIU having received complaints either directly at the Head Office by petitions or through the Area Coordinators, decide whether to conduct the investigations on their own or to refer the complaints to IGP, respective DIGs or SSPs requesting them to conduct impartial investigations and send reports to the NPC. Majority of the complaints are mostly based on disputes between parties over complaints and counter complaints in respect of' land disputes, civil disputes related to family members etc. alleging partiality or inaction by the police officers. Almost all such complaints have been referred to the Inspector General of Police, respective DIGs. SSPs calling for reports. 

At present If the NPC receives a complaint of torture it is referred to the Criminal Investigations Department (CID) who conduct investigations and all investigation notes including statements of witnesses are transmitted to the Attorney General. The CID also submits responses to the NPC on the progress of investigations in respect of matters referred to by the NPC. The PCIU of the NPC investigates these complaints and consequent to the investigations some of the officers have been interdicted or transferred. In some cases, the AG has issued Indictments to institute criminal charges. 
29. Does the State party plan to establish an effective witness protection programme, particularly for victims of torture, extra judicial killings and other abuses? Is this matter under review? In particular, are there financial or other resources allocated for this purpose? 

Steps are being taken to establish a victim protection authority and witness protection authority. The Law Commission of Sri Lanka has been entrusted with the task of 
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formulating legislation towards the establishment of these two institutions. As at present, an exhaustive research study has already been completed regarding the same. The Law Commission of Sri Lanka consists of 15 persons of eminence, which include the Solicitor General, leading lawyers, jurists, and academics. 
Article 14 

30. Please provide information on compensation measures ordered by the courts and actually provided to victims of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment since 1998. Please explain if torture victims can obtain compensation through a civil suit in the absence of a guilty verdict in criminal proceedings. In this respect, could you please provide statistics and examples of compensation received by victims in such cases? 

In any case where a person has suffered injury at the hands of any public official, he is entitled to seek compensation through the civil courts. In addition, the Constitution has empowered the Supreme Court to grant compensation on just and equitable basis in respect for persons whose fundamental rights have been violated. If' a person has suffered injuries at the hands of public official whose identity is not known to the victim, the victim has the right to pursue action against the State for damages and compensation. 
Although a guilty verdict in a criminal trial would be a relevant factor in a civil case, there is no bar to pursue a civil action in the absence of a conviction in a criminal proceeding. 
31. What are the arrangements for payment of compensation to successful complainants? Does the State or the individual officer pay this compensation? Is the payment made in a lump-sum or installments and what safeguards are in place against further harassment or intimidation of complainants? 

The courts, depending on the circumstances of the case, determine the payment of' compensation. 
If a victim is harassed or intimidated further and a complaint is made to the Supreme Court, the court could inquire to the matter and if the court arrives at a finding that there is merit in the complaint, the offender would be dealt with for contempt of court, which could finally lead to the imposition of a jail term. 

The payment is made in a lump-sum. 

In the case No. 32812002 (R Sajeewa. Attorney-at-Law on behalf of W M G M Perera Vs. S Suraweera and eight others), the Supreme Court held that there was a violation of the petitioner's fundamental rights under the Article 11 (torture). Article 13.1 and 13.2 (arrest and detention) of the Constitution and awarded a sum of Rs. 800,000 as compensation and cost (excluding medical expenses) out of which Rs. 150,000 had to be paid personally by the respondents concerned and Rs. 650.000 by the State. The court also directed the State to pay the private hospital charges already paid on behalf of' the petitioner as well as any further sum remained due. 
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32. What provisions are made for victims to have their own legal representation in criminal cases? What rights do complainants' lawyers have to cross-examine defendants and witnesses? 

Victims have a right to have their legal representatives appear on their behalf in court, In most cases, they are supported by NGOs to obtain legal counsel. The counsel may put questions to witnesses either through court or through the prosecuting counsel. 
33. What services exist for the treatment of trauma and other forms of rehabilitation of torture victims? What financial allocations have been made for this purpose? 

The Law Commission of Sri Lanka is presently examining the legal measures necessary for the establishment of a victim’s protection authority and a victim’s compensation fund. In this exercise, the Law Commission is also looking into the setting-up of a legal regime to deal with rehabilitation and treatment of the victims of torture. 
Article 16 

34. What safeguards are in place to prevent cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in schools? 

The Ministry of Education, in its Circular No, 2001/11 dated 20th March 2004. has directed all principals that children should not be subjected to physical punishment at all times. The Circular further states that "if a teacher imposes a punishment on a pupil causing bodily harm or mental agony amounting to brutality and humiliation. This would be a violation of a fundamental rights under Article 11 of the constitution and it would give rise to a course of action in terms, of Article 126 of' the Constitution of' the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, even though such punishment was imposed with a view to the maintenance of school discipline." 
It also states that "a physical or mental punishment imposed by a teacher on a pupil would also give rise to legal action for subjecting children to brutality under section 305(a) of the Penal Code read with section :3 of the Penal Code (Amendment) Act No, 22 of 1995." 
In a number of cases, school teachers who were accused of inflicting corporal punishment on students have been charged and in a recent case an offender was convicted and sentenced to a term of imprisonment. 

35. Please elaborate on steps taken to improve conditions in detention centers. 

Please see the response to question No. 18. 

36. Is it envisaged to repeal legislation which allows the, imposition of corporal punishment? What steps is the Government taking to remove from its legislation penalties such as whipping that may be considered to be in violation of the Convention? 

The corporal punishment has been abolished by Act No. 23 of 2005. In terms of this Act. whipping as a form of punishment has been abolished. 

[Page 17 of the original] 
37. Could you please comment on the allegations by international non-governmental organizations which express concern about the continued recruitment of child soldiers by the LTTE? Does Sri Lanka envisage prohibiting all military recruitment of children into any armed forces or groups? Has any progress been made in light of the Action Plan for the demobilization and rehabilitation of children? 

The laws of Sri Lanka do not have any provision that allows the armed forces to recruit anyone under 1 8 years of age. Sri Lanka is a State Party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict. 

The total number of under age children recruited by the LTTE since 1 994, as known to UNICEF is 5,188. According to UNICEF reports, since the signing of the Ceasefire agreement until September 2005, LTTE has recruited I ,707 under age children and abducted I 07 children, A1] these figures include only the numbers of under age recruits known to UNICEF. The bulk of recruits i.e., 700/0 are of the ages between 1 3 to 17 years, The UNICEF has also recorded instances in which children between the ages of 7 to 9 being recruited, 53'/o of the recruits are boys and 470/~ are girls. 
The recruitment of under age children by the LTTE constitutes over 50"/o of the total violations of the Ceasefire Agreement. From February 2002 to September 2005, the number of ruled ceasefire violations by the LTTE is 3,186 (See www.slmm.lk). 
In 1998, the LTTE gave an undertaking to Mr. Olara Otunnu, Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict that the LTTE will (i) not recruit children under the age of 17 and (ii) stop using children under the age of 18 in hostilities. However, UNICEF has continued to receive reports of new recruits. 

During the peace talks between the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE held in Oslo in December 2002, the following decision was taken: 

"Inspired by the international norms protecting the rights of the child, the parties underlined that children belong with their families or other custodians and not in the work place, whether civilian or military. The LTTE will engage in a partnership with UNICEF to draw up an action plan for restoring normalcy to the lives of' children, and the parties called on the international community to provide financial support for such an action plan". 

During the peace talks held in Berlin in February 2003 the following decision was taken: 

"The LTTE has agreed to work with UNICEF to draw up an action plan for children affected by the armed conflict in the north east. Such an action plan will include an intensified effort by the LTTE to stop underage recruitment. The LTTE restated its pledge to bring the practice to an end. The action p]an will include a credible review mechanism. The LTTE has agreed to a complete cessation of recruitment of. and recruitment campaigns aimed at, persons under 1 8 years of age. In this context, the LTTE has handed over 350 children who had joined the organization, for reunification with their parents or guardians. The plan will also include rehabilitation assistance, 
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including provisions for schooling, vocational training, employment facilitation, and health and psychological care, with the active support of the government".
During the peace talks held in Hakone, Japan in March 2003, the following decision was taken: 
"The LTTE reconfirmed their commitment to work expeditiously with UNICEF to finalize and implement an Action Plan for Children. The LTTE will participate in the planned workshop before 11 April". 
An Action Plan for Children Affected by War was drafted at the workshop hosted by UNICEF held in Kilinochchi from 10 - 11 April 2003, attended by representatives from the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE. The next session of Peace Talks between the Government of Sri Lanka and the L.TTE that was scheduled for April 2003 in Thailand could not be held because of the LTTE decision to suspend its participation at the talks. However, both parties signed the Action Plan and UNICEF has been monitoring progress of its implementation. 
In January 2004, UNICEF released a progress report with regard to the implementation of the Action Plan during the year 2003. In the progress report. the following points were highlighted; 
a. In 2003, UNICEF received reports of 709 children recruited by the LTTE and 202 children released from the LTTE. Of the children released, 147 were sent back to their parents directly and 55 were released into the UNICEF supported transit centre.
b. The average age of children at the time of their recruitments into the I.TTF, is 15 years old.
c. The youngest case of recruitment in 2003 is 10 years old.
d. Overall, 57% of the children known to UNICEF as having been recruited by the LTTE are boys, and 43% are girls,
e. The reports of the underage recruitment fluctuated over 2003. In January, there were 120 reported cases of children recruited by the LTTE. The number then dropped In February to 36 and remained low until an increase from June through October, with 115 children recruited in September alone. The number of children recruited dropped significantly with 17 and 14 reports in November and December respectively.
f. In 2003, the highest reports of underage recruitments were received in Jaffna and Batticaloa with 190 and 87 reports respectively. 113 reports were children received from Vavuniya, 59 from Trincomalee, 59 from Ampara. 39 from Kilinochchi. 33 from Mannar and 29 from Mullaitivu.
In its Progress Report 2003, UNICEF has identified following challenges in the Implementation of the Action Plan: 
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a. Continuing recruitment of children by the LTTF. In 2003, which undermines its commitments under the Action Plan.
b. Further and more frequent releases of children from the LTTE either directly to their families or through the transit centre are required for the programme to be successful.
c. Action Plan was only signed in June, and planning and implementation commenced soon after. Therefore, many of its activities only started towards the end of the year.
d. Negotiations between agencies to reach agreements on modalities of work have been time consuming and have delayed implementation.

e. Suspension of the peace talks between the GOSL and LTTE has affected implementation of some activities in the Action Plan and the environment in which they are carried out.
f. Lack of funding to ILO and UNDP on vocational training and income generation activities raises concern for the overall successful implementation of the Action Plan. 

In light of the above, the UNICEF has concluded that the following must happen in 2004: 
a. The LTTE must cease all recruitment of children. There can be no further recruitment campaign such as the campaign during August. September, and October 2003.
b. The LTTE must release all child soldiers including the 1,301 children whose parents have reported their recruitment to UNICEF. The children who have been with the LTTE for a short period of time can go directly home to their families and the remaining children can go home through the established transit centre mechanism. The implementation of the Action Plan depends on an end to child recruitment and the accelerated released of all children in the LTTE.

c. There are still significant disparities in health, education and social welfare in the North East due to the war, which are negatively affecting children. The GOSL should increase efforts to ensure that the significant shortages in education, health and social welfare staff are urgently addressed and the basic infrastructure is rehabilitated.
d. Donors and the international community have rallied to provide political and financial support to the Action Plan in 2003. This support needs to continue and expand both in terms of advocacy with the GOSL and the LTTE and financial contributions to the implementing partners, The Action Plan implementing agencies (UN Agencies, International NGOS and National NGOs) must accelerate implementation of activities that identify and support all children most affected by war and continue to monitor and advocate on child rights. 
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In January 2004, the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers (CSUCS) in its report: "Child Soldier Use 2003" expressed its concern that the LTTE continued to recruit and use children in violation of international law. On 22nd April 2004, CSUCS urged LTTF "to end confusion and state clearly that it would not re-recruit any of the children released in previous weeks. Despite pledges to end the use of child soldiers. The Coalition received numerous records that vans had been circulating in the Batticaloa. Ampara districts ' in the East and announcing over loud speakers that all former cadres must register for re-recruitment. Coalition sources said that many former child soldiers were living in fear for re-recruitment". 
On 29th June 2004, Human Rights Watch accused LTTF_ of waging a campaign in eastern Sri Lanka to abduct former child soldiers for their forces. Human Rights Watch further stated in its press release "despite all their promises, they are demonstrating absolute disregard for the most vulnerable part of the population it claims to represent". 
Similarly in early July 2004, the Amnesty International (AI) stated that the LTTE was, increasingly turning to threat and violence in a recruitment drive for child soldiers. The AI further said that "families who resists have been beaten with wooden sticks or had their houses set on fire". 
The UNICEF Press Release of 26 June 2004 a]so referred to the release of 269 children by a break-away group of the I.TTE in April, under the supervision of UNICEF and cases of re-recruitment of those who were so re]eased during the period of six weeks prior to the issue of the Press Release. 
University Teachers of Human Rights (Jaffna), a local NGO that has closely followed the human rights situation in relation to the "armed conflict" in Sri Lanka, has issued two special reports providing background information on the recruitment of child combatants by the LTTE (Please see Special Report Nos 14 & 1 7 "the Plight of Child Conscripts. Social Degradation Anti Muslim Frenzy" and "Rewarding Tyranny: Undermining the Democratic Potential for Peace"- www.uthr,org/specialreports.htm).
According to UNICEF, the number of cases of recruitments and re-recruitments of under-age children known to UNICEF, from December 26 to February 14, is 60. This includes children recruited directly from transit camps set up for tsunami victims. 
As a response to UNICEF s release of these figures the LTTE issued a statement claiming they have released 23 children to the North East Secretariat for Human Rights. However, UNICEF has stated that they cannot confirm these re]eases, and will not, for their records, consider the children released until UNICEF is provided the names of the children, so that they can follow up with the children's families. LTTE has not provided this information to UNICEF. 
The observations made above reflect clearly that the LTTE is yet to fulfill its pledges given to the international community, particularly to the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict. The Executive Director of UNICEF, during the previous peace talks, and in accordance with the Action Plan for Children Affected by War, that the LTTE would stop the recruitment of children as combatants. In view of the above, the international community, particularly the UN, could play a proactive role in making the LTTE to completely stop the practice of recruiting children as combatants and immediately release all underage combatants, in accordance with the 
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pledges they have made to that effect. The Government of Sri Lanka would like to engage in a constructive manner with the United Nations and the international community to facilitate any such efforts. 
In February 2005, Secretary-General of the UN submitted a report to the UN Security Council on Children and Armed Conflict in which reference was made to LTTE as a non-state actor, which continued to recruit children as combatants. 
38. Does Sri Lanka envisage signing and ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture? If so, does Sri Lanka envisage setting up or designating a national mechanism which would conduct periodic visits to places of deprivation of liberty in order to prevent torture or other cruel, Inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment? 

The issue of Sri Lanka's ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture is under consideration by the authorities. 
39. Please inform the Committee of progress made in the active consideration of making a declaration in terms of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention. When does the State party expect to submit these declarations? 

The issue of making a declaration in terms of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention is under consideration. However, it must be noted that even at present, individual complaints of allegations of torture could be made to the Human Rights Committee under the Optional Protocol to the ICCPR having exhausted all domestic remedies. 
40. Does Sri Lanka envisage signing and ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court? 

A high-level committee will be appointed soon in order to make a recommendation on the question of Sri Lanka's ratification of the Rome Statue. 
41. Please indicate whether there is legislation in your country aimed at preventing and prohibiting the production, trade export and use of equipment specifically designed to inflict torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. If so, please provide information about its contents and implementation. If not, please indicate whether the a40ption of such legislation is being considered. 

There are no reports of such equipment being used in Sri Lanka. As such, the necessity to consider such legislation has not arisen. 
42. Please provide information on the legislative, administrative and other measures the Government has taken to respond to the threats of terrorism, and please indicate if, and how, these have affected human rights safeguards in law and practice. 

Sri Lanka has, from the outset, pledged its unstinted support towards the work of the international community on measures to eliminate international terrorism and played a constructive role In forging a consensus on Initiatives taken by the UN to provide a comprehensive legal framework as a solid basis for such endeavors. Sri Lanka served as a Vice Chair of UN Ad-Hoc Committee on Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism 
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since its establishment in 1 997 and currently serves as the Chair of the said Committee having been unanimously elected to that position in February 2000. 
Pursuant to the UN Security Council resolution 1373, Sri Lanka took immediate action to implement the provisions of the resolution by framing regulations under the United Nations Act to give effect to the terms of the resolution by criminalizing fund raising for terrorist purposes.
Sri Lanka has subscribed to eleven of the twelve international conventions in the field of suppression of terrorism. During 60th the UN General Assembly in 2005, Sri Lanka was amongst the early signatories to the International Convention on the Suppression of Nuclear Terrorism. With regard to the domestic legal framework, Sri Lanka is currently engaged in the finalization of a series of legislative measures. which will contribute to giving full effect to all international obligations undertaken by Sri Lanka. Most importantly, the recently passed Act to give effect to the Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing addresses the question of fund-raising for terrorist purposes in a comprehensive manner. 
As stated earlier, freedom from torture is guaranteed under the Constitution of Sri Lanka. Legislative measures taken by the Government to give full effect to all international obligations in combating terrorism have not negatively affected the safeguards that are in place to promote and protect human rights. 

43. Describe the measures taken to disseminate information on the submission of reports and on their consideration by the Committee, particularly on the Committee's concluding observations. 

Governmental circulars have been issued among the relevant government agencies on the basis of the observations made by the Committee. Steps are being taken to introduce a system where all such observations of the treaty monitoring bodies are published in the official Government Gazette. In addition, it must be noted that these observations are published, analyzed and commented upon in the leading newspapers In Sri Lanka. 
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